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Girl child is a female child that is 

young and unmarried. Scientifically, girl 
child can be best understood when 
contrasted with sex. Sex is a biological 
phenomenon that individual acquires 
immediately after fertilization (as xx and 
xy chromosomes pair up i.e. before birth).  

 
The result of this is observable 

female/male characteristics that cannot be 
changed. Biblically, Girl child can be 
referred to as the second creature of God or  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

refined creature of God.  According to Tser 
(2010), Girl child is a human being born as 
female with all the characteristics of 
human being. This human beings is 
entitled to everything has sibling do like 
schooling, which has to do with the 
transformation of a total being of all ages, 
to be able survive and be a useful citizen of 
the society.  Vocational and technical 
education can be described as an aspect of 
education which is concerned with the 
preparation of skilled manpower. It is a 
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form of education, training or retraining 
which is directed towards developing the 
learner to become productive in a paid 
employment or in self-employment. It is 
therefore, the bedrock on which a 
country’s social-economic technological 
and cultural advancement must be built 
upon. Olaitan (1996) reported that 
vocational education enhances 
opportunities for all types of learning. This 
type of education has the economic role of 
providing qualified manpower aimed at 
changing the individual and enabling her to 
use complex technology, especially with 
changing social needs for technological 
advancement. 
  

According to Adi and Adeyemi, 
(2009) vocational and technical education 
is an instrument used to identify and 
analyze the resources of any nation in our 
contemporary world. It is the means of 
seeking to provide solution to practically 
all human problems, be it social, scientific, 
technological, economical etc. They also 
emphasized that this form of education 
involves the 3 domains of Bloom’s 
taxonomy of learning-cognitive, affective 
and psychomotor domains. As observed by 
Ambariowai (2002) in Andural (2003), it 
would be fool-hardy to expect any national 
development or technology breakthrough 
without due regards to vocational  and 
Technical education. This statement leads 
us to the main aims of vocational and 
technical education as emphasized in the 
National policy on Education in 
Nigeria.(2004) as: 

1. To provide trained manpower in applied 
science, technology and commerce 
particularly at sub-profession grade. 

2. To provide technical knowledge and 
vocational skills necessary for 
agriculture industries, commercial and 
economic development. 

3. To provide people who can apply 
scientific knowledge to the improvement 
and solution of environmental problems 
for the use and convenience of man. 

4. To give an introduction to professional 
students in engineering and other 
technologies. 

5. To give training and impart the 
necessary skills leading to the production 
of craftmen, technicians and other skilled 
personnel who will be enterprising and 
self-reliant. 

6. To enable our young men and women to 
have an intelligent understanding of the 
increasing complexity of technology. 
 

    The two definitions might have 
deferring terminologies in their profession; 
it is however, factual that they still 
maintain their basic goal of providing 
skills to individuals and the objective of 
supplying manpower to the industry. Thus, 
an individual at the occupation of his/her 
vocational education programme is 
expected to have acquired basic expertise 
in a particular branch of industrial arts or 
applied science which he/she shows 
special aptitude and interests. This aspect 
of education is considered efficient when it 
can ensure an adequate labour supply for 
occupational areas in an expanding 
economic needs of a society like Nigeria.  
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The Nigerian girls who will be 
tomorrow’s women need this type of 
education if they are expected to 
participate actively in the nation’s 
development. 

 
Position of Girl Child Education in 
National Building  

The Nigerian girls like others in 
other nations of the globe are part of the 
human resources that require adequate 
mobilization for active participation in the 
production of plans for National 
development. Efforts all over the world 
geared towards bringing equality of all in 
the provision of access and participation in 
education in respective of sex, tribe, social, 
economic and political status. Thus, the 
education of the girl-child is considered a 
valuable asset to nation development. 
  

The National Policy on Education 
(2004) emphasizes a quality of educational 
opportunities for all citizens of the country. 
If Nigeria must attain her aspiration of 
building a united nation, strong and self-
reliant nation, a free and democratic 
society, a great and dynamic economy, a 
just  and egalitarian society and land full of 
bright opportunities  for all citizens; then, 
there will be no option for the proper 
training of girl-child who will be  
tomorrow’s women in our country. This 
can only be done through effective 
uninterrupted education of the girl child 
  

The World Bank expects observed 
that the more educated girls and women a 
country has, the wealthier the country. 
Awareness is showing that girls and 

women are too rich in potentials that 
should not be left untapped. Women alone 
constitute 64 million of the 140 millions 
Nigerians (2006, census).to deny such 
sizable fraction access to education would 
amount to economic suicide. 

 
The united nations(UN)(1975)warned 

that as long as women remains illiterate 
and are subject to discrimination in 
education the motivation that is so badly 
needed to improve the quality of life for all 
will be elusive. For in most societies it is 
the mother who is responsible for the 
training of her children right at the 
formative years of life. 

 
Effects of Vocational Education on Girl-
child  

Olaitan(1996) opined that 
vocational technical skills development in 
the individual  enable her to be engage in a 
productive work either for herself or for 
the employer; which promote the ability of 
its citizenry to quality productive 
employment. Other benefits of vocational 
education to the girl-child include: increase 
employability and higher job mobility; 
intelligent use of the products of 
technologies; development of better 
entrepreneurial skills etc. To crown it all, 
vocational technical education refines a 
girl’s attitude to work; helps develop the 
dignity of labour and the feeling that work 
is both necessary and satisfying.    
             
Scope of Vocational Education 

Vocational Education covers five 
major areas of study; viz agriculture 
education, Business education, Fine and 
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Applied Art education, home economics 
education and Technical Education 
(NCCE2008). In the five major areas, there 
are sub-vocational areas identified and 
treated briefly such that girl can fully 
participate both in training and production 
programme for national development. The 
areas include: 

 
Ceramics- This is the art of producing 
pottery with natural or synthetic materials 
like clay and other artificial materials. The 
ceramics products are good for industrial 
and decorative functions. 
 The demand for these products by 
hotels, churches, offices, public 
recreational centers, developed and private 
homes etc is still increasing on daily bases 
especially in the developed nations. It has 
also been identified as a one of the most 
important aspect of technological growth. 
Girls will therefore, be encourage to 
develop their vocational skills in this area 
for self-employed opportunity and even in 
government white collar job. 
 
Textiles: the act of designing and 
producing fabrics, is one of the profession 
which grows steadily with the economic 
industries and aesthetic standards of a 
society (Cowan longerman, 1969).Textile 
designers, technologist and producers can 
work in textile or related industries. They 
can also work in ministries. A teaching 
career as textile technologist also exists in 
higher educational institutions; weaving of 
cloths and other crafts are also classified 
under this vocational area. An aspect of 
home economics education can help 
mobilize the Nigerian girls for greater 

participation in other to encourage national 
development. 

Fashion design is mainly 
concerned with the art of creative 
transformation of clothes or fabrics into 
particular shapes or dresses or other design 
or styles. Its branches include production, 
illustration, designing, decoration, 
furnishing and styling. The designer can 
work in industries or set up their private 
workshops. 

 
This vocational area has high 

potentials of providing career opportunities 
for the Nigerian youth especially girls. 
Women are incidentally the most popular 
precipitant in this vocational area in 
Nigeria. Girl can therefore, contribute in 
no small measures, in reducing the 
pressure attached on foreign textile 
material in Nigeria. 

 
Business: The entire spectrum of business 
sector requires the involvement of women. 
The Nigerian girl can take active part in 
distributive, marketing and secretarial 
service needed for the development of our 
nation. Many career options like 
advertisements, salesmanship and many 
other office job opportunities exist in this 
sector. The Nigerian girls will be better 
featured in many of such job opportunities. 
 
Agriculture: agriculture is a basic industry 
that is very necessary to all nations of the 
world. Its education is also classified as a 
vocation. In Nigeria, more than 70% of the 
total population living in the country 
engages in one form of activity or the other 
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in agriculture (Anyanwu, 1978 & Abacha, 
1997). 

Ijere(1992)noted that, the Nigerian 
women play dominant roles in agriculture 
production activities. According to him, 
men in many areas of the country only 
clear the bushes and prepare ridges or 
heaps. Other crop production steps like 
planting, weeding, harvesting, processing, 
grading and sometimes even up to a 
marking of the produce is carried out by 
women and children. Agriculture has many 
vocational areas that can provide career 
opportunities for many Nigerians 
(Kpernyam, 1997). Girls will therefore, 
have substantial role to play in vocational 
agriculture if they are well mobilized. 

 
Home Economics: This is another 
vocational area that has many careers 
opportunities. Its study includes foods, 
Nutrition, textile, laundry and home 
management skills. In Nigeria, women 
form the dominant personnel in this area. 
Nigerian women can therefore, use their 
skills in the area and train the younger 
once (Girls) to produce the desired 
products and service that will contribute to 
the development of the nation. 

There are other prospective 
vocational areas where girls can participate 
in; for national development. These areas 
include: electronics, automobile, 
maintenance, transportation (both on land, 
sea and air), computer management and 
maintenance etc. the changing demands in 
our contemporary society required 
thousand of girls to render such services. 

 
 

Conclusion 
Vocational education is a 

significant and vital tool for the 
development of nation’s technology. It also 
plays a significant role in the socio-
economic and political development of a 
nation. Since women have expressed their 
potentials of contributing positively to the 
development of our nation, girls should be 
fully trained in vocational education 
program and they should be encouraged to 
participate fully in vocational activities. 

 
Recommendations   

To improve access and quality of 
education for the nation’s girl-child 
preparation for future endeavors, the 
following suggestion may be considered 
and acted upon: 
1. Female student should be given 

incentives such as bursaries and school 
scholarships that will attract them to 
register in vocational and technical 
courses. 
 

2. Launching aggressive campaigns that 
will ensure that female student trained 
vocational and technical areas get 
government jobs; this will attract many 
ladies to read such courses. 
 

3. Teaching and learning will not be 
affective unless the facilities needed 
are provided especially in the area of 
vocational and technical education; 
therefore government and private 
organization should ensure that the 
required facilities/materials are 
available to both teachers and students. 
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4. Women association from all 
professions should sponsor girls in 
vocational and technical education. 
This will increase the number of girls 
in vocational and technical education 
field. 
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